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BEACH HOUSE

Teen Dream
SUB POP

Baltimore duo wakes
up, shakes up

LS R T T 5 e XS
Teen Dream sounds just like
Beach House and not at all like
Beach House. On their first

two albums, Victoria Legrand
and Alex Scally created warm,
lo-fi pop songs that favored
subdued ambience over pro-
nounced hooks, as if each song
was designed to dissipate in
the air between the speakers
and your ears. By contrast, the
dua's new songs are less hazy
and more forceful-they actually
project. Singing in a bold style
that suggests a huskier-voiced
Kate Bush, Legrand sounds an-
drogynous on “Walk in the Park”
and breathy on “Norway." Scally,
meanwhile, creates prickly ar-
rangements full of narcotic gui-
tars, reverbed piano and woozy
synths that shimmer over
spare, steady percussion. Dream
is a go-for-broke collection that
not only creates and sustains

a hi-fi drowse-pop drama
throughout its 10 beguiling
songs, but comes across like a
logical and gorgeous extension
of all the band's previous @

dreams. STEPHEN M. DEUSNER (9) "
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